
What to expect from today
• What is play and why is it 

important?
• A typical TIMU day
• Our Curriculum
• Development Matters
• How are we learning?
• Plan-Do-Review
• Being outdoors and why it is 

important
• How can I help at home?



Our aim is for all Timu children to 
become:

Successful lifelong learners
Happy, healthy and confident 
individuals
Responsible citizens
Resilient, ready to adapt and 
contribute in a changing world





So Johnny, what did you do at school 
today?

Nothing, just 
played all day.



So Johnny, what did you do at school 
today?

Well Mum, I used my social 
relationships to develop my speech 
and language, whilst I developed 
my skills in reading, writing and 
maths though interesting new 

environments, so that I will be able 
to tackle a wide range of problems 

in my future education.  
How was your day?



Why does 
learning in the 
Early Years 

look like this?



A typical day
• Fine motor activities

• Phonics
• Plan-Do-Review (choosing time)

• Snack
• Maths 

• Lunch time
• Mindfulness & yoga 

• Topic Time
• Plan-Do-Review
• Handwriting
• Story Time 
• Home time



Development Matters



This year…
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Our Topics
Term 1

Term 2

Term 4

Term 3

Term 5

Term 6



Our Curriculum 
Providing the foundations. 



Plan-Do-Review

Metacognition – “Thinking about thinking” “cognition about cognition” “knowing about knowing” -
higher order thinking skills

There is lots of scientific evidence to suggest that chl will benefit from being taught metacognitive skills. 
Learning how to learn 

If we can teach these skills, alongside a love of learning, we know we are setting pupils up for a life 
time of learning throughout school and into adult life. 

In “playing time” or ‘choosing time’ or ‘plan-do-review’ Children are given 5 mins to plan the use of 
their time and they discuss the options with friends, using talk to clarify their ideas. 

Who? What? Where? How? And Why? We all practise asking these types of questions together everyday.

An example plan might be ….
“I am going into the Creative Area with Jim. We are going to build a reflective city. I will need, tin cans, 
CD’s, tin foil, tape, scissors and glue and a picture of the Shard in London.”

Chl go off into the learning environment, select what they need independently and set up a working 
space. Once we have tidied up, children are asked to review their plan. What went well? What didn’t 
go so well? How will you do things different next time?



The Great Outdoors
Here at TIMU we recognise the importance of 
outdoor play.

In Plan-Do-Review time you child has the choice to 
work outdoors or in. 

We  believe that children must develop a respect 
and love for the natural world. If they can do this, 
they will be able to find joy throughout their lives 
at no cost. 

We run Wildlife Wednesdays where activities run 
outdoors, whatever the weather. Your child is 
taught how to harvest moss, what roots do, how to 
find natural art materials much much more.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yt69atPdg
3I





1. Observe.
2. Practise questioning or 

standing back and watching.
3. Praise. It’s all learning.

4. Get them outside safely.
5. Play with friends… they do 

all the work for you!
6. Upload onto Tapestry.

Describe the effects you are 
creating?

Why are circles forming?

How can I help at home?



Thank you for coming to 
listen today


